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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

Down Stream Entertainment 

We are delighted to report another 
successful annual celebration at the 
Fant Wildlife Area. On Saturday 
24th June our friends and 
supporters joined us for a delicious 
barbecue and live music in the 
sunshine. 

Ragtag Orchestra, now a regular fixture on the bill, were joined by Friends in 
Harmony, a local choir, to serenade an appreciative audience. This year, for 

the first time, part of the 
performance was streamed live on 
our Facebook page. Even those who 
weren’t able to join the fun on the 
day can now enjoy the performance 
at their leisure. 

We would like to thank everyone 
who helped out on the day setting 

up gazebos, the barbecue equipment, games and decorations. You created a 
great atmosphere and provided an excellent opportunity to meet up with old 
friends and meet new friends too. 

See you again next year! 

Berry Good! 

As mentioned in the Summer edition, ‘Harvest Home’ our foraged food 
competition will be held at 12:30 on Saturday 9th September. We will be 
meeting on site to share food gathered from the wild. With a chance to vote 
for your favourite and win the star prize, this is your chance to get creative in 
the kitchen! 

You are not too late to get out and gather blackberries and elderberries 
amongst others, so why not try out one of the recipes on our website or the 
simple Elderberry and Apple Pie overleaf. 

Autumn 2017 

Upcoming Events 
 
• Wednesday 6th September 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
• Saturday 9th September 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 9th September 
Harvest Home—Foraged Food 
Festival from 12:30pm 
 
• Saturday 7th October 
Nature Spotter - Small Mammals 
from 10am 
 
• Saturday 14th October 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 
• Wednesday 18th October 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
• Saturday 11th November 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 
• Wednesday 29th November 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
• Saturday 9th December 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 

• Saturday 9th December 
Tree Dressing from 12.30 
 
Our Monthly Activity Sessions 
take place on the second Saturday 
of each month from 10am. You 
can get involved with all kinds of 
activities to help keep your 
nature reserve in great condition.  
 
Trustees of the Fant Wildlife 
Group meet every 6 weeks.  

 
You can find out more 
information about upcoming 
events on our website and 
Facebook page. 



Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

Flutter-by 
It’s been a great year for butterflies! Over July and August we have held a 
number of Nature Spotting events and guided walks with the aim of 
identifying and recording butterflies, bumblebees, grasshoppers and crickets. 

The wildlife spotting event on 15th July went very well. We recorded many 
Small white (Pieris rapae) and Gatekeeper (Pyonia tithonus) butterflies, a 

Red admiral (Vanessa atalanta), Large 
White (Pieris brassicae) and a 
Comma (Polygonia c-album). In addition, we heard a Field 
Grasshopper (Chorthippus brunneus) and a Roesel’s Bush 
Cricket (Metrioptera roeselii). 

On 19th August the nature spotting 
team welcomed a new member; 
Benedict, our youngest nature 
spotter, at only 6 weeks old! In 
just a few hours we saw many 

more butterflies and added to our records Meadow Grasshopper 
(Chorthippus parallelus).  

There are plenty more opportunities for you to join the nature spotting team, so why not check out the 
upcoming events section. And remember, if Benedict can do it, so can you! 

Creative Flair 

Did you know that 16th October 2017 is the 30th anniversary of the Great Storm 
of 1987, and 6th November 2017 is the 800th anniversary of the Charter of the 
Forest?  

The Charter of the Forest was sealed by Henry III in 1217. Unlike the Magna 
Carta, which dealt with the rights of barons, the Charter of the Forest addressed 
the rights of the common man. For the first time, it restricted the amount of 
land that the king could claim for private use. 

With these significant anniversaries on 
our horizon would you be interested 
in joining a creative writing group to 
encourage people to write stories, 
poems and plays inspired by the Fant 
Wildlife Area and the broader natural 
environment? 

Contact us if you would like to take part.  

And Finally... 

Red Admiral 

Gatekeeper 
(Pyronia tithonus) 

Comma 
(Polygonia c‐album)  

Elderberry and Apple Pie 
By Hannah Daniell 
 
Ingredients 
350g (12 oz) elderberries 
175g (6 oz) finely chopped apple 
250g (9 oz) caster sugar 
4 tablespoons plain flour 
1 tablespoon butter 
shortcrust pastry for case and to cover 

Method: 
1. Mix together elderberries, apple, sugar 

and flour. 
2. Pour into unbaked pastry case. Dot fill-

ing with butter or margarine, and cover 
the top with shortcrust pastry. 

3. Bake at 200 C / Gas mark 6 for 15 
minutes. Reduce oven temperature to 
180 C / Gas mark 4. Bake until pie is 
done, about 30 minutes. 


